Periodontosis: a problem in orthodontics.
1. Periodontosis occurs in the same age group in which orthodontic therapy is most often done. It is a periodontal disease which in the early stages may show little or no gingival inflammation and is easily overlooked unless one is aware of the existence of this condition and looks for it. 2. Since malocclusions are common in adolescents, it is reasonable to expect that some adolescents with malocclusions will also develop periodontosis. 3. Periodontosis may have its onset during active orthodontic treatment. 4. Orthodontists, should routinely examine all of their patients, using adequate roentgenograms and a periodontal probe before initiating therapy and at periodic (yearly) intervals during active treatment. 5. Where malocclusions are present in patients who already have periodontosis, orthodontic treatment may be a necessary and beneficial part of the total treatment plan.